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Tēnā koe J 

Request for information 

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) request dated 14 May 2023. You 
asked: 

Please release each of the following Police Manual chapters 

• Agencies investigating incidents 

• Clandestine drug laboratories 

• Cover backstopping 

• Crash scene photography 

• Drugs – Part 06 Warrant and warrantless power authorising use of 

surveillance devices 

For each of the Police Manual chapters listed above, please release the following 
information: 

a. A copy of the latest version of the document. 

b. The date on which the current version of the document came into effect 

c. The next planned review date of the document 

d. The licence under which the document and any accompanying 

information is released 

If possible, I would prefer that the information be released under the Creative 
Commons Attribute 4.0 licence (CC BY 4.0) [1], which is recommended under the 
NZGOAL framework [2]. Cabinet has invited NZ Police to take NZGOAL into 
account when releasing copyright material and non-copyright material to the 
public for re-use [3]. If NZ Police decides to release the documents with licenses 
of "Not Applicable" please state whether NZ Police owns the copyright to the 
documents. 



  

  

If NZ Police decides to refuse my request under section 18(d) of the Official 
Information Act 1982 because the information will soon be publicly available, I 
ask that you also provide me with some detail as to the plan for when these 
documents will be made publicly available. 

Please provide this information in an accessible, searchable format without a 
watermark. 

Please release each listed Police Manual chapter as a separate document (i.e. 
not attached to the response letter). 

If any information needs to be withheld from a document, please ensure this is 
not done in a way that makes the surrounding content (such as other content on 
the same page) inaccessible. 

Please provide both the reason for the removal of the information as well as the 
grounds in support of that reason as outlined by section 17(2)(b) of the Act. 

The table below provides the current version date, next review date and the licence is it 
released under. Please note that the ‘Drugs – Part 6 Warrant and warrantless power 
authorising use of surveillance devices’ chapter was cancelled in 2020 as it repeated 
sections of the ‘Surveillance’ chapter.  The relevant parts from this chapter have been 
provided as well. 

Where appropriate, some information from the chapters has been withheld under the 
following section/s of the OIA: 

• Section 6(c) as the making available of the information would be likely to 

prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation, and 

detection of offences, and the right to a fair trial. 

The chapter ‘Covert backstopping’ noted in the table below is not provided as part of this 
response. It is a sensitive document whereby releasing this information would be likely to 
prejudice the maintenance of the law, including the prevention, investigation and 
detection of offences. It is withheld in full under section 6(c) of the OIA. 

 Date current 
version came 
into effect 

Next planned 
review date 

Licence released 
under 

Agencies investigating 
incidents1 

28/9/2018 28/9/2023 Creative Commons 
Attribution-
NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 
International License 
(CC BY-NC-ND). 

Clandestine drug 
laboratories2 

12/04/2021 12/04/2026 

Covert backstopping 01/02/2019 01/02/2024 

 

1 https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/agencies-investigating-incidents-

200623.pdf  
2 https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/clandestine-drug-laboratories-redacted-
200623.pdf  

https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/agencies-investigating-incidents-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/agencies-investigating-incidents-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/clandestine-drug-laboratories-redacted-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/clandestine-drug-laboratories-redacted-200623.pdf


  

  

Crash scene 
photography3 

03/04/2023 03/04/2029 

Categories of surveillance 
with a device*4 

22/08/2018 22/08/2021 

Surveillance device 
warrants*5 

02/10/2018 02/10/2021 

Drugs – Part 6 Warrant 
and warrantless power 
authorising use of 
surveillance devices 

Cancelled in 2020 as it repeated sections of the 
'Surveillance' chapter. 

*Covers the relevant information from the cancelled ‘Drugs – Part 6’ chapter 

Unless indicated otherwise, material linked from this webpage is protected by Crown 
copyright but is licensed for re-use under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC-ND). In essence, you 
are free to copy, distribute and adapt the material, as long as you attribute it to New 
Zealand Police and abide by the other license terms of CC BY-NC-ND. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
decision. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Superintendent Dave Greig 
Director Capability 
 

 

3 https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/crash-scene-photography-200623.pdf  
4 https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/categories-surveillance-device-redacted-
200623.pdf  
5 https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/surveillance-device-warrants-200623.pdf  

https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/crash-scene-photography-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/categories-surveillance-device-redacted-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/categories-surveillance-device-redacted-200623.pdf
https://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/surveillance-device-warrants-200623.pdf

